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There is much sorrow in the world because there is 
little thought of the Resurrection of Christ. 

He arose from the dead not only to give us 

an unquestionable proof of His divinity, but also 
to show us our own future destiny in a most 
concrete and visible form. 


Just as Christ arose on that first Easter Sunday, 
glorious and triumphant, no more subject to pain 
and sorrow, so we, too, will rise one day... 

if we, too, accept, as He did, to travel the 

road to Calvary. 


But Calvary—that is our daily petty crosses, small 
and great pains, sufferings of the spirit and 

the body—is only a stepping stone to the ultimate 
goal of our glorious resurrection. This grand 

vision is a source of strength and inspiration; 

not to lose sight of it among the inconstancies of 
our earthly pilgrimage is great wisdom, the wisdom 
of great souls. 


If in the midst of our worries and anxieties we 
pause for a moment to think of our great destiny, 
of the glorious resurrection waiting for us, 

of the endless life of bliss which will be ours 

one day, then we will look at our crosses in their 
true perspective. They will not rob us of that joy 
which properly belongs to us as children and 

heirs of Christ. 


The joy of Easter is the joy of our own resurrection. 
Nothing should be closer to our souls and thoughts 
than the thought of that life for which this one 

is but a short preparation. 
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OUR COVER: 
PIME Vocations Director, Father 
Bellinato, devotes much of his time 
encouraging early studies for the 
Priesthood. During the summers, 
Father “Bell” and ‘bis staff provide 
“vacations to find vocations” to in- 
terested youngsters at PIME’s minor 
Seminary in Newark, Obio. Cover 
photo by Father Alfred Ferronato. 
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What about the millions 
spent in this country 
on minor Seminaries? 


D0 

EARLY 
RELIGIOUS 
VOCATIONS 
SPELL 
TRAGEDY? 


A candid discussion 
of the subject with 
parents 





by Father Adrian, P.I.M.E. 
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“FATHER, I am a failure. My 
mafriage is on the rocks; I have 
lost one job after another; my fi- 
nancial situation is terrible and, 
what is worse, even my Faith— 
the thing I cherish most—is fad- 
ing away. I tell you, Father, my 
life is a mess and I am a com- 
plete failure. For all this I blame 
only my parents.” 


I was shocked by this statement 
and wondered what the prelimi- 
naries were leading to. As I list- 
ened to the pitiful tale of young 
Timothy Ryan and the reason why 
he blamed his parents, I could not 
help but think of numerous other 
parents who have been responsible 
also for the failure of their chil- 
dren. Timothy went on: “I was 
in the sixth or seventh grade when 
I began to think seriously of be- 
coming a priest. In the eighth 
grade I finally made up my mind 
that the Priesthood was for me 
and, naturally, the first person to 
whom I confided was my Mother. 
She then told my Father and the 
result was a flat refusal to allow 
me to enter a Seminary at that 
time. The reason: ‘You are too 
young; you do not know yet what 
you want in life. We have such a 
fine Catholic high school in our 
parish. You may go to the Semi- 
nary after high school, but not be- 
fore.’” 


“Having been trained to obey 
my parents, I obeyed — so much 
so that even the Pastor to whom 
I confided my desire of the Priest- 
hood did not encourage me and 
agreed with my parents that I 
would do better to finish my high 
school before thinking seriously of 
the Seminary.” 
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“In high school I started to 
date; I went to every dance, and 
before high school was finished I 
was going steady. My desire for 
the Priesthood grew weaker and 
weaker; my parents never brought 
up the subject again, and every 
time the thought of the priesthood 
came to mind, I strifled my con- 
science. Whenever I compared the 
life of ease and comfort which the 
world promised me and the hard 
life of sacrifice of the priesthood, 
I felt a growing repugnance to 
sacrifice. I excused myself think- 
ing that after all, I could very well 
save my soul even in the world; 
and as I started to go steady, my 
thoughts centered more and more 
around marriage and a successful 
career.” 


“Graduating from high school, 
I got a job and shortly afterwards 
married. There were times when 
I had felt that I was making a 
mistake, but at these same times, 
I could not make up my mind to 
give up everything and to enter a 
Seminary. Today, after ten years 
of marriage, I must confess that 
I am a failure. My place is not 
in the world. I feel deep in my 
heart that if my parents had al- 
lowed me to go to the Seminary 
soon after grade school I would 
be a very different person today.” 


Timothy ended his story and as 
I encouraged him to rebuild the 
Faith in God and in himself, I 
could not fail to agree with him 
that probably his parents were the 
most responsible for his unhappy 
life. Unfortunately, Timothy’s case 
is not a rare one, and every year, 
thousands of boys and girls, for a 
variety of reasons, turn God down 


MARCH 






Young PIME Seminaries partake of 
a tasty buffet supper on Christmas. 


and refuse to follow His invitation 
to embrace a life of dedication in 
the Priesthood or Sisterhood. 

It is common knowledge that 
there is in this country a great 
shortage of Priests and Sisters. The 
increase in vocations that we hear 
of, however, does not follow pro- 
portionately the growth of our 
Catholic population. As God has 
appointed Priests to be His minis- 
ters and His co-workers in the sal- 
vation of souls, it is also certain 
that He calls an adequate number 
of boys and girls to a life of dedi- 
cation because God always sup- 
plies the means to achieve the end 
He wants. If, however, as statis- 
tics prove, the number of Priests 
and Sisters is insufficient, it is 
plain the fault is on our side and 
we cannot blame God. It is plain, 
therefore, that there are large 
numbers of boys and girls who are 
misled by the attractions of the 
world and refuse to accept God’s 
invitation to the Priesthood or the 
Sisterhood. These especially are 
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the future men and women who 
are bound for a life of unhappi- 
ness and frustration. 


God has definitely assigned to 
each one of us a definite role to 
play in life. And if we refuse to 
play it, we are definitely bound 
for a great deal of misery and un- 
happiness. 


It is the most important duty 
While they must avoid interfering 
of parents to help their children to 
find their true vocation in life. 
or dictating which career their 
children should choose, at the 
same time, they must act as wise 
counselors in helping their off- 
spring to see their role in life. 
When a boy about to graduate 
from grade school manifests a de- 
sire to enter the priesthood, it is 
the duty of wise Christian parents 
to foster and encourage this desire. 
Many vocations are definitely lost 
because of a delay in entering the 
Seminary. 


A young man just out of grade 
school has everything to gain by 


Letters from home encourage a 
young Seminarian to be thorough 
in his studies. 


entering the Seminary at an early 
age and everything to lose by 
postponing his entrance. Even 
though it is true that many who 
enter the Seminary in high school 
do not complete their studies for 
the Priesthood, still this is not a 
sufficient reason to discourage 
these youngsters from pursuing 
their noble ideal. Even a few years 
in a Seminary will leave a defi- 
nite mark for the better in the life 
of the future man. Leaving a Sem- 
inary is no disgrace and, on the 
contrary, the young man will be 
better off for having tried. 


It is pure selfishness on the part 
of the parents to either push a son 
towards the Priesthood or try to 
keep him from it. Both mistakes 
will be paid for very dearly by 
parents and child. It is also dan- 
gerous to persuade a young boy 
to delay his entrance into the Sem- 
inary until after high school. All 
Catholic writers agree that a voca- 
tion to the Priesthood is a tender 
flower which needs to be cultivat- 
ed and protected. The proper 
place to cultivate and protect it is 
in the Seminary, certainly not in 
a co-educational high school even 
if Priests or Sisters are the instruc- 
tors. 


The fact that dioceses and re- 
ligious orders spend millions of 
dollars in building and running 
these Minor Seminaries for high 
school students is proof in itself 
that in the opinion of the hierarchy 
and of vocation directors, these 
Seminaries are a necessity. God 
will call young men and women in 
vain if parents and Priests do not 
collaborate with Him in fostering 
these tender vocations. 
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PRAYER FOR RELIGIOUS VOCATIONS 






by Pope Pius XIl 


“LORD JESUS, Supreme Priest and 
Universal Pastor, who taught us to 
pray, saying ‘Pray therefore the Lord 
of the harvest to send forth laborers 
into his harvest’ (Matt. 9, 38), kindly 
hear our supplications and rouse 
many generous souls, who, animated 
by your example and sustained by 
your grace, will aspire to be the min- 
isters and perpetuators of your true 
and only priesthood. 

Grant that the snares and calum- 
nies of the evil foe, supported by the 
indifferent and materialistic spirit of 
the century, will not dim among the 
faithful that lofty splendor and that 
profound esteem due to the mission 
of those who, without being of the 
world, live in the world to be dis- 
pensers of the divine mysteries. 

“Grant that religious instructions, 
sincere piety, purity of life and re- 
spect for the highest ideals will al- 
ways continue to be promoted in 
youth so that good vocations may be 
prepared. May they be supported by 
a Christian family which will never 
cease to be the nursery of unspoiled 
and fervent souls and which will ever 
remain conscious of the honor of giv- 
ing some of its abundant offspring 
to God. 

“Grant that Your Church itself in 
all parts of the world will not lack 
the necessary means to receive, pro- 
mote, form and bring to maturity the 
good vocations which are offered 
there. 

“And in order that all this may be 
realized, O Jesus, Who are most con- 
cerned with the welfare and salvation 


of all, grant that the irresistible 
power of Your grace will not cease 
to descend from heaven until it has 
penetrated many spirits: first called 
silently, then responding generously 
and finally persevering in Your holy 
service. 

“Are You not afflicted, O Lord, at 
seeing such multitudes as flocks with- 
out a shpherd, without anyone to 
nourish them with Your words, with- 
out anyone to bring them the water 
of Your grace, who are in danger of 
being at the mercy of the rapacious 
wolves who constantly lie in wait for 
them? 

“Do You not suffer at seeing so 
many fields untouched by the blade 
of the plow, where thistles and thorns 
grow without anyone to fight for 
ground against them? 

“Are You not pained at seeing 
Your gardens, once blossoming and 
green, about to become yellow and 
untended? Will You allow such 
abundant harvests, now mature, to 
shed their grain and be lost for want 
of arms to gather them? 

“O Mother Mary, most pure, from 
whose pious hands we received the 
most holy of all priests; O Glorious 
Patriarch St. Joseph, perfect example 
of response to divine calling; O all 
you holy priests who form a beloved 
choir around the Lamb of God in 
heaven; obtain for us many and good 
vocations so that the flocks of the 
Lord, supported and guided by vigi- 
lant pastors, will be able to enter 
the most sweet pastures of eternal 
happiness. Amen." 
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riends in the 


recognize our 


“MAN WITH A CAMERA” 


a photorama by Carl Calanchi, P.I.M.E. 





l. It is now three o'clock. Since 
noon the Pakistani sun bas been high 
and there bas not been a soul that 
freely ventures out into the scorch- 
ing beat. Everyone “siestas” while 
the net foils the buzzing barrage of 
blood-thirsty mosquitos. 





3. 3:15 P.M. Time forawalk. A 


visit to the Blessed 
and off we go. 


acrament . 
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2. Our rugged botanist, Father 
Barbe, spends much of this siesta- 
time inspecting plant and flower 
specimens of the Dinajpur area 


which be collects in the earlier part 


of the day. 





4. One little fellow from our or- 
phanage has the right idea and de- 
cides to ward off the beat with a 
Pakistani shower. 








5. Two other orphaned youngsters 
scrap over a boop by the river close 
to our Church. 





9. This little lass wanted to show 
ber doll. 


13. A short distance from the road 
are the quarters of venerable vet- 
eran missionary, Father Bianchi, 
who is a great lover of animals. 
Patsy, bis dog, bas just had a litter 


of five. 
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6. The Sisters bave prepared some 
- the younger “fry” for a look at 
the “birdie.” 


— 






10. Our PIME Bishop Obert, just 
returning from an errand, smiled at 
the children’s “hi-jinks.” 


5 — % 
14. Kitty Jezabel keeps bouse for 
Father Bianchi — i.e. clear of rats, 


rabbits and snakes.. Though eleven 
years of mS she still manages to 
earn ber “keep.” 
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7. The oldsters want to get into 
the act, too. 


a 


-, * 
de in 


8. This boy really performed — 


climbing a tree once thought "‘sa- 
cred.” 





ll. I no sooner adjusted the film 
for the next shot and - the road 
came speedy motorcyclist Father 
Ghezzi. 





15. Returning by way of the Or- 
poonsees we find Bishop Obert 
anding out candies that be bas just 
brought back with bim. 
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12. There was a little change of 
pace with the bullock-drawn cart 
that “followed” bim. 





16. Here is our river once more. 
A party of bullock-drawn carts safe- 
ly crosses the shallow waters. 




























AS DIOGENES could never tire 
of seeking for an honest man, so we 
missionaries can not rest until we 
bave fwd 1,000 special people who 
will belp us in a special way. 

We are seeking 1,000 special peo- 
ple who will give $100 over a two- 
year period ff time for the building 
of our monument to the Mother of 

od, MARYGLADE, PIME’s new 
major Seminary in Mempbis, Micb- 
igan. 

These 1,000 givers will make a 
direct contribution toward stem- 













ming the tide of Communism, for — 


they will provide adequate living 
aad training quarters for future mis- 
sionary - priests. 
Marygladers will not only bring 
Christ where He is not known, they 


Generations of | 


will also belp make a better world 


for you and your children as good- 
will ambassadors for America. 


We invite you to become os 
these 1,000 special people who wi 

belp in this worthy cause. Send in 
your pledge today and in return we 
will s the beautiful MARY- 
GLADE calendar with envelopes 
which will belp you make your 
periodic remittances more con- 
veniently. 





,.. = = -—— -—™ ™ 
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1000 SPECIAL PEOPLE 


to share our dream and help it come true! 





PIME MISSIONARIES OF SS. PETER AND PAUL 
121 East Boston Boulevard 
Detroit 2, Michigan 





Dear Fathers: 


| am anxious to be one of the 1,000 special people you are looking 
for. 1 wish to help in the building of your monument to the Mother of 
God, MARYGLADE. 


1 wish to pledge $100.00 for this worthy cause and enclosed you 
will find $_  =EEEsé a's: ann initial payment. 
Please send me your MARYGLADE calendar with envelopes. 


MY NAME 
ADDRESS 
atti asinine etapa lactacin a 
STATE 








One of the last to receive the Gold- 
en Rose from the late Pope Pius 
XII was the Grand Duchess of 
Luxembourg. It was presented to 
ber by the Papal Nuncio, Msgr. 
Forni at Notre Dame Cathedral in 
Luxembourg. 
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The Golden Rose of the Grand 
Duchess Charlotte of Luxembourg. 


THE GOLDEN 


INTERRUPTING the Lenten call to 
repentance and self-denial, the pro- 
phet, Isaias, in the Introit of Laetare 
Sunday tells us: 

“Lovers of Jerusalem, rejoice 
with her, be glad for her sake; 
make holiday with her, you that 
mourned for her till now. So shall 
you be her foster-children, suckled 
plentifully with her consolations, 
drinking in, to your hearts’ con- 
tent, the abundant glory that is 
hers. (Isaias Ixvi, 10, 11-Trans. 
R. Knox)” 

The entire Mass of this fourth Sun- 
day of Lent speaks of love after hate, 
joy after sorrow and fulness after 
hunger. It is a promise of the still 
greater joy to be ours at Easter and 
encourages us in our mortifications 
and good works during the remaining 
weeks of the penitential season. 

The Mass of Laetare Sunday, too, 
reminds us that Paradise is the great- 
est joy that we can hope for. Since 
Paradise has traditionally been de- 
picted as a vast garden, it is natural 
that the Rose — the most beautiful 
of flowers — would represent the 
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joy of this day. 

For centuries now, this Sunday has 
marked a beautiful Papal ceremony 
— the blessing of a skillfully made 
representation of a rose in gold. 
Blessed by the Holy Father himself, 
the Golden Rose is then despatched 
to the person, sanctuary or govern- 
ment to be honored for outstanding 
services and loyalty to the Papacy. 

This precious and sacred token of 
the Holy Father's esteem has in the 
past found its way to the great Cath- 
olic monarchs of Europe. It has also 
been presented to great basilicas 
such as St. Peter's, St. John Lateran's 
and Santa Maria Maggiore in Rome. 
In 1953, the Portuguese outpost of 
Christianity in India, the city of Goa, 
was similarly honored by Pope Pius 
Xil. 

Will our present Holy Father, Pope 
John XXIill, carry on with the tradi- 
tion of blessing the Golden Rose and 
sending it to some distinguished serv- 
ant of the Church? We are confident 
that he will and wonder at the same 
time: who will be the one so magnifi- 
cently honored? 
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that we are “ugly Americans” 


it is because we have 


16,000 ARSENALS 


IT’S A GREAT COUNTRY— 
thanks to you—but sometimes it 
takes somebody from another 
country who has his eyes wide 
open to let us appreciate how 
great. 

Taxes, tykes and tuition keep 
most of us out of the league that 
endows libraries, in the opinion of 
one such observant fellow, but we 
manage anyway to do right by a 
needy brother. Bills, babies and 
breadwinning, he’s noticed, are al- 
most universal barriers to big-time 
benefactions. Still, he feels, if 
anybody anywhere needs help, you 
can count on Americans to deliver 
it. And fast. 

For a nation of go-getters, this 
grateful visitor from abroad said 
recently, we “sure know how to 
give.” Competition may be our 
lifeblood, he observed, but your 
typical American forgets it in a 
twinkling the instant someone 
needs a hand. 

“Beef-and-benevolence” are our 
watchword, said another visitor, an 
exchange student, to the momen- 
tary embarrassment of his hosts. 
But an old newspaperman present 
saved the day by finding out that, 
in the exchange student’s surpris- 
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The Communists have failed to convince all 


and perhaps 


OF LOVE 


ingly sure grasp of American 
idiom, the ‘beef’ part did not 
mean “overfed” but “prone to let 
off steam by complaining.” 

“Few nations have anything 
quite like this saving grace of 
yours,” said the student. ‘Fewer 
still have it as a constitutionally 
guaranteed right.” 

Take the forthcoming thirteenth 
annual Catholic Bishops’ Relief 
Fund Appeal (March 1-8) 
throughout the land, he suggested. 
He felt that what happens in Cath- 
olic churches in every state in the 
Union during that week provides 
some interesting behind-the-scenes 
illumination of the way our “beef- 
and-benevolence” philosophy pans 
out in practice. 

Told there are thousands of kids 
hungry in Asia and European D.P. 
camps, the hard-pressed American 
breadwinner, not wanting to show 
he’s a softie, says, “Ha! You 
should see our milk bill.” Then 
he sneaks off with cases of canned 
goods to the parish church. 

Were there men, women and 
children so thinly clad they were 
in danger of freezing this winter in 
Austria, Italy, Korea, South 
America? The _ style - conscious 
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young matron would prefer to 
freeze herself rather than give up 
the la-de-da blase pose. “But I 
haven’t had a new dress in six 
months!” And what does she do? 
Such bundles of scarcely used, 
warm clothing appeared from her 
car in the church vestibule where 
the pastor had to overwork the 
furnace room crew clearing a pas- 
sage for Mass. 

Factual accounts stream in from 
all over the world to Catholic Re- 
lief Services - National Catholic 
Welfare Conference headquarters 
in the Empire State Building of 
people, hungry, ill-clothed and sick, 
jammed ten to a room in flimsy 
displaced persons camps’ shacks. 
They appear in our press with a 
frequency which in time, numbs 
even a sensitive conscience. ‘With 
our mob,” says the American read- 
er to himself, “what do they call 
this cigar-box, a chateau?” 

Yet out of the cigar-box chateau, 
as more than one transient from 
overseas has reason to know, there 
somehow pours charity beyond be- 
lief. It comes from upwards of 
16,000 Catholic churches in every 
corner of the land, for one glorious 
week of giving, of sharing. 


Your generous response to the 
Bishops’ Appeal helps youngsters 
like this. 












The victims of war, flood, fire, 
earthquake and political upheaval 
—regardless of race, creed or color 
—are beneficiaries of American 
“beef - and - benevolence” in 51 
countries, among them Italy, 
Greece, Spain, Portugal, Korea, 
Chile, Algeria, Austria, Costa Rica, 
Ecuador, Egypt, Formosa, Ger- 
many, Peru, Malta, Japan, Ire- 
land, Hong Kong, Lebanon, the 
Philippines, Trieste, Yugoslavia, 
Poland, Morocco, etc. 

“Two-thirds of the world goes 
to bed hungry,” a man whose fam- 
ily has shared the fruits of Ameri- 
can generosity reminds us. “It is 
a cruel fact which communists 
trade on everywhere, to teach the 
doctrine of hate. But yours is the 
opposite doctrine. During the 
week of the Bishops’ Relief Fund 
Appeal you rally your weapons to 
spread it. Under your Bishops’ 
leadership, you turn your churches 
into 16,000 arsenals of love. And 
love, my friends, love will fri- 
umph!” 

Yes, it’s a great country, all 
right. 

Thanks, especially this Lenten 
season, to you. 
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“The quiet man” emerges from the Scriptures 
and we find the Foster-Father of Christ more 
than a shadowy prop of the Divine Infancy. 





THE REAL ST. JOSEPH 


ALTHOUGH MANY of us may 
boast of a particular sermon we 
cannot forget, I cherish most a 
sermon that I cannot remember. 
This is not intended as a criticism 
of the priest, but before he began 
his sermon he recited the cus- 
tomary prayers of the Church, and 
then ended with the invocation 
“Joseph, Most Just, pray for us.” 
No sooner had he made the invo- 
cation than my eyes at once 
glanced upon a statue of St. Jo- 
seph directly before me. I felt a 
sudden disturbing curiosity that 
compelled me to ponder this figure 
more and more. How strange. On 
other occasions I paid little or no 
attention to an invocation, now I 
could not pay attention to any- 
thing else. My eyes began to squint 
my brow wrinkled from curiosity. 
The sermon was over and the 
chapel emptied and it seemed I 
knew only this—His name was 
Joseph, of the House of David, a 
carpenter, a Just Man. The more I 
pondered him, the more conscious 
I became of the veil of St. Joseph. 

In all Scripture there are hardly 
seven lines written about him. The 
Church had not placed him in the 
Mass, but rather throughout the 
ageless centuries she went serenely 
about her business of teaching and 
preaching, and of Joseph she offi- 
cially taught from the very begin- 
ning only what was preserved, for 
in the Gospel he was a Just Man. 
It disturbed me that the Church 
had waited eighteen hundred years 
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by Joseph Christopher 


to proclaim him “Patriarch of the 
Church.” It is true the church had 
early pronounced the noblest of 
titles for St. Joseph. She affection- 
ately referred to him as the Foster 
Father of the Son of God; Spouse 
of the Mother of God; Head of the 
Holy Family. No name was asso- 
ciated more affectionately to Jesus 
and Mary than Joseph. But this 
seemed only to tell me why I 
should love him. I wanted to know 
how I could love him. Joseph is 
generally depicted as an old, old 
man with a long, gray beard. All 
this added not a little to my utter 
confusion. My curiosity compelled 
me to ponder him, only to find no 
end to the veil of St. Joseph. 
Was Joseph really an old man? 
Probably it was this factor that 
was most disturbing to me. Cer- 
tainly nothing in Scripture could 
justify this notion. As a matter of 
fact, Scripture tended to reveal the 
opposite. Could an old man have 
sufficient stamina to endure the 
torture and strain of the flight into 
Egypt? Could an old man labor 
long hours as a carpenter to sup- 
port the Holy Family? Could an 
old man protect the reputation of 
Mary with an unsuspecting, an ir- 
reproachable marriage? Could an 
old man be the husband of a young 
and beautiful Virgin at a time 
when tradition and custom con- 
demned the practice? No, depict- 
ing Joseph as an old man did vio- 
lence to my reason. Joseph had to 
be a young man and he was. The 
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early Christian artists made Joseph 
an old man out of reason. The 
only logical explanation art could 
nave would be to protect the Vir- 
ginity of Mary. To do this the 
artists attributed purity and chast- 
ity to Joseph through age and se- 
nility rather than Grace. What 
amounted to a form of expression 
for the early artists became an ac- 
cepted belief to modern Christians. 
To depict Joseph as being old 
seemed an insult to God. It was 
saying in effect that this situation 
was an impossible thing to God. 
He could create a perfect woman 
to be His mother by a “singular 
instant of grace,” but He could not 
provide her with a guardian disci- 
plined by grace. The error of the 
artists was that they did not con- 
sider the fact that old men can 
degenerate from .purity, and the 
fallacy of the modern world is that 
it lost all notion of discipline and 
self-denial through grace by sub- 
stituting the need for free expres- 
sion. Christ knew the power of His 
grace: “I tell you he who looks 
upon a woman so as to lust after 
her already commits adultery in 
his heart.” God loves, then as now, 
an energetic person disciplined and 
self-controlled through His grace. 
We can be sure Joseph was a 
young man properly fitted as the 
spouse of Mary. Their was a mar- 
riage, a real family to lay the foun- 
dation of a world in a new order. 
Every girl searches for a Joseph in 
the man she marries for the same 
reasons Mary did. He was young 
and handsome, strong and cour- 
ageous, patient and kind, disciplin- 
ed and faithful. 

I know now that Joseph had to 
be young and he was. Joseph was 
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a perfect creature of God. Christ 
always taught from example and 
the family life He preached was 
the pattern of the Holy Family 
from which He came. He would 
bid men to “Be ye perfect even as 
your Heavenly Father in Heaven 





The old masters depicted St. Joseph 
as -an old man. 


is Perfect.” Through grace and 
love He would urge men to aspire 
to this; to become more than they 
are. He would not surround Him- 
self with less than He was. Joseph 
was perfect before God, because 
otherwise Christ taught what was 
impossible to God. He was chaste 
and like Mary his chastity was 
preserved in marriage. The mod- 
ern-day world hesitates to accept 
this because they judge what ap- 
pears to be an impossibility from 
their own weakness. They judge 
anxieties from their own desires. 
It never occurs to them to con- 
sider them from God’s viewpoint. 
Yet circumstances from life will 
teach otherwise. Have you ever 
noticed a young mother and father 
as they take concern over the first 
step their child is about to take? 
For this one moment they are abso- 
lutely unaware of the other’s exist- 
ence. They have no being for that 
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moment apart from the child. If 
we could picture that as constant, 
even an eternity, we could almost 
know the marriage of Mary and 
Joseph. This is what Pope Leo 
XIII described when he said, “The 
consummation of their love was in 
the Child Jesus.” There was cer- 
tainty for me in this thought. Vir- 
tue through grace began to pierce 
this veil of St. Joseph. 


The few lines in Scripture per- 
taining to Joseph were more than 
a volume of knowledge. There was 
a library here. The most important 
reference in the Church for Joseph 
was the reference to him as the 
“Spouse of the Mother of God.” 
Being a young man, his love for 
Mary was real and vital. Who can 
fathom the love of Joseph for 
Mary? All love tends to become 
like the object of its love, and 
Joseph loved Mary. If we love the 
perfect enough, we can become 
perfect. Only love can discipline 
us and make us more than we are. 
The love of Joseph for Mary, and 
after their marriage for both Jesus 
and Mary, totally consumed him 
and inflamed him till he was one 
in spirit with them. It is significant 
that each and every reference to 
Joseph is with relation to Jesus 
and Mary. It is an affirmation that 
there was no being in Joseph apart 
from Jesus and Mary. I continued 
to ponder him, and I began to see 
the glorious in this veil of St. Jo- 
seph. 

I once thought the Gospel writer 
guilty of neglect in describing Jo- 
seph as simply “a Just Man.” Now 
I know that there was no need to 
say more. The Gospel writer did 
not use the phrase as a compli- 
ment to Joseph because he was to 
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be commended for any one virtue. 
Rather, he used it as a general de- 
scriptive term indicating that he 
was perfect in all circumstances 
and his righteousness was in con- 
stant keeping with God’s Justice. 
Life presents for all of us an inter- 
play of circumstances which com- 
pels us to determine what is that 
Justice which “renders to each 
what is his due.” Justice here is to 
be measured in terms of God’s 
Charity, for it means more than 
the justice one receives from the 
law as it governs conduct and de- 
termines rights between persons. 
Justice here is the Ideal, the Per- 
fection, to which the law aspires, 
and is one with Charity. Often- 
times a person’s rights may cast 
such an unreasonable duty upon 
another that it would be “sinful to 
follow the letter of the law.” In 
such a case equity, which is love, 
mercy and charity, must be fol- 
lowed for the attainment of Jus- 
tice. Mary has always been known 
to the Church as Perfect Justice. 
Only Mary possessed a perfect 
love and charity for God. It takes 
perfect love to make Perfect Jus- 
tice, and in this perfect love and 
charity she becomes the beautiful 
Lady of Equity—the effective Mir- 
ror of Justice. The reflection of 
this mirror found its fulfillment in 
the first human being she ever 
loved—Joseph was “just” by all 
the definitions which make Justice 
a virtue. Through her he comes to 
us defined in terms so simple as to 
possess all things—a Just Man. A 
simple epitaph, to be sure, but 
never before and never since has 
it been used descriptively of an- 
other. 


We can best appreciate the 
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righteousness of Joseph by a state- 
ment of the Old Testament Law. 
Legally, a married woman and one 
espoused maintained the same sta- 
tus. In either event infidelity was 
labeled adultery. The law prescrib- 
ed death by strangling for a guilty 
wife and death by stoning “at the 
door of her father’s house” for one 
betrothed. Scripture tells us that 
Mary was espoused to Joseph, 
when the angel Gabriel appeared 
to her to announce that she was 
with Child by the power of the 
Holy Ghost. Who can know the 
agony of Joseph at this moment? 
To put her away meant death for 
the holiest and most beautiful 
creature of God. He could not be- 
lieve her guilty, yet how could he 
disbelieve what his eyes could see? 
What sorrow was Mary’s; she 
could not be certain what Joseph 
would do. She placed everything 
in God’s Hands. With all his over- 
whelming grief Joseph had a mind 
to put her secretly away. But 
Scripture relates that no sooner had 
this thought entered his mind than 
an angel appeared to him in a 
dream. What joy came over Jo- 
seph. At the Annunciation, Mary 
placed a question before the angel: 
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“How can this be, for I know not 
man?” She did not ask for an ex- 
planation of the angel’s reply. Hers 
was an act of submission. “Be it 
done unto me according to thy 
word.” So Joseph’s grief presented 
the same question, “How can this 
be?” Without waiting to determine 
what was justice in this circum- 
stance he accepted God’s Justice 
from the law as revealed by the 
angel and took Mary for his wife. 
This scene had a deeper meaning 
for me, because the more I pond- 
ered this one joy and sorrow of 
Joseph, the better I came to know 
him and love him. There are seven 
joys and sorrows of Joseph taught 
in the Church. Friendships gain 
new bonds and love ascends to new 
heights when joys and sorrows are 
mutually shared. Here, then, was 
the key to St. Joseph. I had learn- 
ed why I should love him; now I 
knew how. To meditate upon each 
of his joys and sorrows long 
enough to say an Our Father and 
Hail Mary is rich in the reward 
of love. As you come to love Jo- 
seph more and more, you will 
learn how easily he can steal your 
heart for Mary. Joseph will give 
your love to Mary and she will 
give it to Jesus as she gave Jesus’ 
love to the world. 

The death of Joseph did not 
ring a new sound in the world. He 
died as silently as he had lived, in 
the arms of the “Woman wrapped 
in Silence.” His glory was not in 
dying but in living, for his life was 
an heroic example of honor in fam- 
ily life: a model of discipline, fide- 
lity and self-denial. I ponder the 
figure of this just man and ask if 
there ever was a veil of St. Joseph? 
Well, no, not really. 
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APOLLA CO. 
3341 East Jefferson 


JAMES BARNES & CO. 
850 National Bank Bldg. 


BORG SHELL SERVICE 
18321 West 8 Mile 


BURNS AUTOMATIC CORP. 
27947 Groesbeck Highway, 
Roseville 


CADILLAC PACKING CO. 
2343 Russell 

DETROIT ITALIAN BAKERY 
10932 Shoemaker 
EONIC, INC. 

464 East Hollywood 

C. M. FLYNN MFG. CO. 
26057 Michigan Ave., Inkster 
GAMALSKI HARDWARE 
6244 Charles 

DR. N. C. HAMILTON 
300 West McNichols 
HASTINGS DEPARTMENT 
STORE 

4866 Hastings 
HIGHLAND PATTERN CO. 
24895 Mound Road 
HOBAN CO. 

1599 East Warren 


IVORY BROS. MOVING CO. 


5711 Grand River 


J & D STANDARD SERVICE 
11841 Morang 
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J. H. KENNEDY 
INSURANCE CO. 
25th Floor Penobscot Bidg. 


LAIKON CAFE 
569 Monroe 


LISTH BAKERY 
8735 Gratiot 


LORAIN WINDOW 
CLEANING CO. 
9026 Georgia 


McALPIN MAP CO. 
636 Woodward, Birmingham 


McCORMICK HEATING CO. 
3662 Haverhill 


MICHIGAN CATERING CO. 
1800 Springwells 


MR. JOSEPH A. 
MOYNIHAN, Jr. 


MR. C. EMMETT RILEY 
MR. C. W. RODGERS 


THEODORE J. SMITH 
STUDIOS 
13206 Livernois 


JOE SOLNER, INC. 
11515 Livernois 


THOMPSON-CAIN MEAT CO. 
1515 Winder 


VICTOR OIL CO. 
11511 East Warren 





MARYGLADERS 


NO, the PIME Missionaries of SS. sbi ra sg are 
not cradle-snatching, but they are for the 
years abead. Ordinations at MAR CI ADES our new 
major Seminary, for the years ’70, '71, ’73, ’74 and "75 
could include men now boys as the lads pictured. Will 
you belp us prepare proper quarters for these mission- 
ary priests se eaeee See bow you can help build 
MARYGLADE on pages 12 and 13. 








